My second comment relates to the development of a Faculty for our speciality.
The Intercollegiate Board needs to evolve to cope with training needs and professional activity, and this would be best served by the development of a Faculty of Critical Care Medicine. Please read the letter to members in this edition by Charles Gillbe, whose excellent chairing of the Intercollegiate Board has ensured that the Board and the Intensive Care Society will work cohesively to navigate the successful development of the Faculty. Charles' term of office will come to an end soon, and the ICS would wish to commend him for his dedication and professionalism, particularly in coping with the complexities generated by PMETB and MTAS. Peter Nightingale, who not so long ago was our President, will be taking over as his replacement.
This takes me to my third comment. There are many organisations working to the benefit of critically ill patients, and it is imperative that the ICS works with them in order to maintain coordination of their activities and recommendations. Accordingly we have regular interaction with Jane Eddlestone and Keith Young representing the Department of Health, and with the help of such a strong link the NICE document 'Acutely Ill patients in Hospital' will have been released by the time you receive this edition of JICS. In addition NICE have now been persuaded to develop a guideline on 'Rehabilitation after a period of Critical Illness', which it is hoped will be released within the next 18 months.
I would like to remind members about the forthcoming Extraordinary General Meeting during the forthcoming State of the Art meeting where we will be asking the membership to vote on whether we can elect one of our 'non-doctor' members to Council.
Lastly, the recent House of Lords reception in July was an undoubted success, and by the time you receive this JICS Saxon Ridley and other representatives of the ICS will have attended a reception at Buckingham Palace on behalf of the Intensive Care Foundation, hosted by our Patron HRH Princess Anne. We are particularly delighted to be able to inform you that Princess Anne has agreed to continue in her role as our Patron for the foreseeable future.
C Waldmann C Waldmann
President -Carl Waldmann
